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Honorable William Kennard
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Washington, DC 20554

.._-- --- -----------. -_.-"RE: ._- --MM-nOCKET-·N-o.-9-7-':234-

GC DOCKET 92·52
GEN DOCKET 90-264 /-

__________ u ~_______ _ • __( ~_ ~ _ ~ • __ ._'~'_ _ __ __ __ _

Dear Chainnan Kennard:

~~-~E~BJf; ORLAIEElLED_ ~ ~~_~~~ ._~ _

_____.'."_.. ~~~ting about an issue that greatly concerns me and the public broadcasting stations
in my state. _. -_. -..._.-.~ .-- ..------.-.- ..--...--.~-- .. --.- .~----....---. - - - --..-----~--------------~-~~-~----

As a conferee to the Balanced Budget Act (BBA) of 1997's commerce provisions. my
--- ---.---- -~---- -cuile-ag-ue:f and-I-crfu..cred·le~i;)latiy,;-tang--uagc-authorizing· -the-FCC -te -auction-br9gdsaEt-!ic~!1~es~-----_ .. -- _

During that process we were mindful of the interests ofpublic broadcasters and their inability to
compete at auction for licenses. I am concerned by the FCC's interpretation of the BBA

.- -- -- -~-----. --.. -pr.QYis.io.ns._The_~lThLad9.P.!~AJjov~..m~! --7.~J.1?~? A~~~~~~,~ perhaps unintentionally, the
potentially significant impact this proposal will have on public radio and telev"fsion-statioris aIlke-. - - .. --- --....

Specifically, the Commission has proposed the use of auctions to decide among
•• n .. -mUfiiaI1f~xcitiSiveappiicationsfor fiOn:..te5erveu oroa(}\,;!1Stf!.::qU(;lid~5 ~~W-nethcL v..----n0t"0~C--Di"·-·-_·-- ..--.--

more ofthe applicants is a public broadcaster. Section 3002(a)(2)(C) of the BBA prohibits the
use ofauctions when a public broadcaster files an application for a license to construct and

-- --.---~- --- .. - -- -Qpe-mte -!l,.neJAl-Or-Jll.flrli6ed.noncommetcialeduc.atip.na,LbroaQ~!l$t $tati()IbJ~g,.aJ.Q!~~s of~h~!J:!:~~ .__ ~ . _
the station is on a reserved or non-reserved frequency.

Obviously, most non-reserved frequencies will be closed to public broadcasters if they
-~...--_.-.... --musfcoilipete'inauctions,·smcepU6ffc-ofoaacaSfefs-iack'thesliDstaniiai-te-smn--c~-snt:~eS"sllly-to--'--~---,---

compete in auctions. Many communities that we represent have the potential to be affected by
this proposal. In the case of public radio in Alaska there are 12 stations located on the

- ~- .-------- - --- - ~reser(ed-F_Mba.'1dol'--the-.A.!'..f-band, whe!"~ there areJewre$~rved FM.frequencie.s hecau.se_Qf . .__
military or common carrier use of the frequencies at the lower end of the spectrum.



Applying for frequencies outside the reserved band is often essential to extend and
___________________ maint:a.inJum.comme.rcial,--ed!-~ational-broadcast--:;ertiees-(-cspccially FMuamdator :st::rVices)~----"-----.---------

Public radio stations that are forced to relocate current FM translators to a frequency outside of
the reserved band because of interference to a new full-service station would be subject to
auctions merely to maintain existing service. JpJh~__c~~ Q(puhU<; ~el~vi$ion •.JheleJ1!eJlQ. ~_....__~_-

-·------------·-~ieservoocliaiUiers-ror f\rtransiatc)iS.--Therefore, any"application by a public television station for
a TV translator to extend service to a rural area or to maintain service lost when a translator is
forced to relocate would be subject to auctions. This will most immediately apply to the public

---------- ----- -t~!_evisioo-t.~aIls-1ater3-1oeated- on--ch&-mels·6f}-to~69 tlfai-wiil.Joe tequitecl ttrteIocate--undefllie- - --~-----------"-

Commission's recently adopted digital television order. In addition, many public television
stations hold ITFS licenses; these entities would be subject to auctions in order to expand

_the~e i!npof!a11t<?dllcati<!nal s~rvices. _ -_- ---- - ------ -----.-.~._.----_.

In addition, the rationale underlying auctions - those who value the spectrum most will
bid the most - does not apply to public broadcasters, who are charged with the public interest

----------~ - ----missionofsefving-UfiS"erved1mttunaerJ~fVeQauaiencesU1iougfiprogiariUriing fiiii, in most"--------------------
cases, the marketplace would not readily support.

___________. . F.inally~_hecause...the FCC_ha~_not.yet -e.o!1sidered· -c-ompsr-ati-'Iwze hearings--or-·ether--cl"i-tcria--to---·-· ------..--
license the reserved spectrum, which the FCC recognizes to be exempt from the auction
requirement. public broadcasters are effectively denied access to any spectrum for the
foreseeable future.

I urge the FCC to reconsider its proposals to reflect the intent of Congress that spectrum
policy should not disenfranchise public broadcasting.

Thank you for your consideration.

__SinC<.~l'.eJy, _

J.J
TEDSlhYhNS
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